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The Bent Shaft 

 
Russ Morgan & Dana Reid 

Editors 
 

61782 Blackhawk Trail 
La Grande, OR  97850 

(541) 786-5795 
morganreid@frontier.com 

 
 

Articles, Ads, Notices, 
& Upcoming Events 

 
Classified Ads are free to all ECTA 
members.  If you have something for 
sale or trade, contact Dana or Russ.  
Articles, notices, and information on 
upcoming events are welcome! 
 
 

Eagle Cap Traditional Archers 
Board of Directors 

 
Garth Shaw (541) 534-6750 
Jim Nelson (541) 962-2981 
Brad Hayes (541) 963-1599 
Mark Penninger (541) 963-4238 
Russ Morgan (541) 786-5795 
   
 

Membership Information 
Annual Dues 

 
Individual $10.00 
Family    20.00 
Junior (13-18 yrs.)     5.00 
 
Returning Veterans receive an honor-
ary 1 year membership free. 
 
Membership applications are available  
by contacting any ECTA officer.  An 
application is also printed within this 
newsletter. 
 
Please mail membership dues to: 
 
E.C.T.A. 
c/o Jim Nelson 
2210 Terra Lea Ct. 
La Grande, OR  97850 

Editor’s Note 

 

With a small group of participants and busy schedules by all, the Bent 

Shaft newsletter  has been the most difficult task for ECTA to keep 

up with.  We will, however, continue to put out a newsletter as often 

as we can.  Any materials that you think would be good for the news-

letter can be sent to Dana and I or, if you are used to sending to Steve 

Campbell, continue to do that.  We are working together and trying to 

help each other with newsletter tasks as it fits our schedules.  

 

On another note, I was especially pleased this summer when Mark 

Penninger forwarded a short note from Tom McReynolds talking 

about getting a new traditional club together in Southwest Oregon.  

Many of you know that Tom is a founding member of ECTA and 

much of what we enjoy today with our club is due to his efforts.   It’s 

really nice to see that Tom is continuing his passion and, once again, 

getting a small group of people together for the love of traditional 

archery. 

 

Our club continues to meet once a month, and we try to share the 

leadership duties among the board members.  Even so, I want to thank 

Garth again for continuing to help keep things together.  Garth’s offi-

cial “presidency” expired months ago, but as people have been so 

busy he has continued to be a pillar of our club.  Thanks Garth. 

 

This particular newsletter is really the easiest to make as it has the 

two biggest events of the year for ECTA - the “Rendezvous at the 

River” and the “Ladd Marsh Youth Outdoor Day”.  Both events 

turned out well and I hope you enjoy reading about them.  

 

In the next issue, we’ll share some huntin’ stories.  May your arrows 

fly true!   
 

 

Monthly ECTA Meeting 
 

The monthly ECTA meeting is held the 1st Tuesday of 

each month.  Location TBA. 

 

Archery Season 

Archery Season opens August 28 and ends September 26.  

 

Annual ECTA Banquet 

The Annual ECTA Banquet has been postponed until after the first of 

the year.  Stay tuned for details. 

 

Top:  Talin Hayden takes a shot at the Rendezvous 

Bottom:  Aerial shooters at the Rendezvous 

On The Cover 

Upcoming Events 
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The clouds finally parted….and we had rendezvous. 

 

After one of the wettest spring seasons on recent record 

ECTA pulled off the 6th annual “Rendezvous At The 

River” held at the La Grande Rifle and Pistol Club 

Range.  It rained before the weekend and it rained after, 

but for the large crowd of traditional archers that came 

to the beautiful Grande Ronde River on June 12-13, the 

weather was perfect! 

 

We had to change-up the target ranges this year to avoid 

the near bank-full river and standing water in the low 

areas, but a little change can be a good thing.  Through-

out the shoot we heard many compliments of the ranges 

and judging from the number of people who continued 

to shoot targets throughout the day, I would say the 

range setup was appreciated. 

 

Eighty one shooters came from across the Pacific 

Northwest and most camped in the green fields on site.  

A few preferred to use the Bird Track Campground just 

up the river, and some simply came out from La Grande 

(a 15 minute drive) each day.  A big thanks to those 

folks who showed up on Friday and helped set up the 

target ranges.  It always impresses me how so many 

traditional archers don’t even think twice about lending 

a hand.  Of course, many of the helpers on Friday had a 

ball shooting all Friday 

afternoon.  In that regard 

the Rendezvous has be-

come a three-day event 

for many. 

 

After the Saturday morn-

ing range shoot, about 50 

of the shooters partici-

pated in the now famous 

“William Tell Shoot”.  

This year we had a 

first….our winner hit the 

apple on the dummy’s 

head three consecutive 

shots!  It was no contest, 

Jim Potts was the clear 

winner.  I often hear 

many archers talk of be-

ing able to hit a baseball 

using traditional tackle, 

but most of you will 

agree that hitting an apple 

three times at 15 yards 

without a miss (and in front of 100+ people) is an im-

pressive feat.  Congratulations Jim! 

 

Equally as exciting was the second year of the water 

torture game (a process of emptying a water jug with 

arrows before your competitor).  It requires a combina-

tion of speed, accuracy, and luck.  I was fortunate this 

year to have plenty of the latter and came out on top 

after a number of very close contests and water-logged 

fletches. 

 

Other novelties were the long-

distance shoot and the aerials, both 

very popular this year.  By the time 

it was over, most participants were 

pretty well shot out and it was get-

ting dark.  The annual group of 

night shooters again put on their 

own night shoot this year while the 

rest enjoyed the evening campfire.  

Jerry Stout had us laughing (mostly 

at Chuck Perry's expense) and the 

homegrown music by Bailey Pen-

ninger, Steve Campbell, and Chuck 

Perry was excellent. 

 

Once again, Sunday’s blanket shoot 

was popular and four shooters 

posted scores over 300.  Adult win-

ners were: 

 

1st place - Troy Seward (336) 

2nd place (tie) - David Barnett & 

Dan Creamer (309)  

3rd place - Jim Potts (301) 

Rendezvous At The River, 2010 
by Russ Morgan 
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For the second consecutive year Troy 

Seward of Idaho posted the highest 

score, congratulations Troy!  I guess us 

ECTA members (and others) will just 

have to wait until next year to try to re-

gain our honor.  Something to practice 

for anyway. 

 

We also had a kids blanket shoot this 

year and the top three scores were: 
 

1st place - Cade Perry (236)         

2nd place - Chase Seward (233)            

3rd place - Maya Hathaway (181)  

 

Good job kids! 

 

Kudos to Garth, Jim, Mark and all the ECTA members 

and helpers who, again with a modest crew and a bit of 

hard work, helped put on a quality shoot.  And of 

course special thanks goes out to Steve Campbell  

 

(Chief Mastermind and Head Ramrod) who seems to 

always make the whole thing work. 

 

The Rendezvous seems to have become a staple item 

in the year of 

many traditional 

archers.  A large 

number of folks 

have become so 

regular each year 

that the shoot 

seems much like 

a reunion.  New 

faces in the 

growing crowd 

each year are also 

a nice part of the 

event and be-

cause of those 

new faces, the 

Rendezvous is 

growing and on 

its way to becom-

ing a premier 

traditional shoot 

in the Pacific 

Northwest.  With 

good fortune we 

will see all of you 

next year for an 

even better shoot! 

 

Rendezvous (continued) 

Photos on Pg 3:  Chase Brown teaching son Sawyer about concentration; Jim Potts - winner of 2010 William Tell Shoot 

Photos on Pg 4:  Dave Doran and other shooters at William Tell Shoot; Mike Kruse wins a round at the long distance shoot 



   5 

 

 

Dear BHA member: 

  
The BHA board of directors is proud to announce that Jim Akenson, of Idaho, has agreed to join Backcountry 

Hunters & Anglers as our first executive director. The board of directors is very excited, both about Jim person-

ally, and about achieving this important landmark for our organization. 

     

Jim quickly rose to the top in a very competitive job search. Jim has lived a life that any of us would envy: he cur-

rently runs the University of Idaho’s Taylor Ranch, deep in the heart of Idaho's Frank Church-River of No Return 

Wilderness. He is a published wildlife biologist and has researched big game and predator relationships with the 

famous wildlife researcher Maurice Hornocker. As the attached photo attests, Jim is a highly skilled traditional 

bowhunter, and a board member of the Professional Bow-

hunter Society. He's an avid sportsmen with great credibil-

ity in our community. 

     

Jim’s remote location presently precludes telephone con-

tact. He will be wrapping up prior commitments this spring 

and early summer and ramping up to full-time with BHA 

this summer. We believe adding Jim to the BHA team will 

make us more effective than ever as we work to protect 

North America’s backcountry and our outdoor traditions. 

     

Welcome Jim! 

   
Mike Beagle 

Chairman 

ECTA’s JIM AKENSON new 
Executive Director for Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 

 

Letter to BHA Members from Mike Beagle, Chairman 

 

Eagle Cap Traditional Archers 
Membership Application 

Name:                

Family Members:              

Address:                

City:         State:      Zip Code:      

Phone # (Home):         Phone # (Alternate):       

E-Mail:                
  

     Dues   
  Individual   $10.00 

  Family   $20.00 

  Junior (13-18 yrs) $ 5.00 
    (Returning Veterans, honorary one  

year free membership) 

  

              Mail To:   
   Jim Nelson 

   2210 Terra Lea Ct. 

   La Grande, OR  97850 
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Once again the Eagle Cap Traditional Arch-

ers shared their joy of the simple bow to 

families in the Grande Ronde Valley.  The 

2010 Ladd Marsh Youth Outdoor Day was 

held on June 26th at the 

Ladd Marsh Wildlife Area 

headquarters on Pierce 

Road.   

 

As the event’s title im-

plies, the focus of this day 

is on kids and introducing 

them to outdoor activities 

in a safe and controlled 

setting.  However, many 

parents, grandparents, and 

guardians also enjoyed 

some of the activities.  Af-

ter all, kids tend to stick to 

activities that are enjoyed 

and supported by the 

adults in their lives.   

There were 135 participants which included 78 

youth and 57 adults.  Helping organize and run 

the event were 42 volunteers; 7 staff from Ore-

gon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, 3 interns, and 6 

Oregon Youth Conservation Corps crew mem- 
 

 
 
 
 

   

  2010 Ladd Marsh Youth Outdoor Day 
   by Mark Penninger 
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bers.  From ECTA we had 

Russ and Cole Morgan, Steve 

Campbell, Garth Shaw, Brad 

Hayes, and Mark and Weston 

Penninger.  Former ECTA 

member and all around good 

guy, Ron Witcraft also 

showed up to help a few kids 

shoot bows.  And one helper 

that we were especially grate-

ful for was Allison Field an 

intern with ODFW.  Allison, 

having not shot a bow before, 

jumped in with both feet and 

helped us all day with fitting 

bows and arrows to kids, and 

guiding them through the 3-D course.  No one warned her that anyone who works for Russ Mor-

gan is required to at least give a traditional bow a try.   

 

Just after lunch, every kid in attendance won some kind of raffle prize.  ECTA donated a certifi-

cate for a bow, half dozen arrows, arm guard, and quiver.  Zack Armstrong was drawn second, and 

rather than choose the remaining firearm on the prize table, he went straight for the envelop con-

taining the bow package from ECTA!  Dave Doran of Archery Past supplied the bow and Mark 

made the arrows.    

 

Thanks to all who supported this event through monetary donations or helping with one of the ac-

tivities.  Some of the primary donors included the National Rifle Association, Ducks Unlimited 

Baker and La Grande Chapters, Oregon Chapter of The Wildlife Society, and Wal-Mart. 

 

This event has steadily grown over its first few years, and 

our traditional archery station continues to be one of the 

biggest attractions there.  We’re already thinking about how 

to make next year’s Youth Outdoor Day even bigger and 

more fun. 
 

 
 

 

A REMINDER FOR THE NEXT 

BENT SHAFT ISSUE 

 

The next issue of TBS will focus on the fall hunting seasons and the out-

doors.  So if you have ANY photos and stories of your hunts, camping 

trips, or any kind of outing, please send them to Russ & Dana or Steve.  

Remember that stories and pictures do not always have to show hunting 

success.  Many of the finest hunting photos and stories don’t involve tro-

phy shots...so lets see and hear what all of our ECTA member did this Fall! 



   8 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Photos of 

the first traditional bow gathering 

Tom McReynolds starts a new Traditional Archery Club in Southwestern Oregon 

Tom shared with ECTA members, “I was pleased at 

the excitement and positive attitude for an organized 

club.”   

 

Tom suggests that the new club could be a “branch" 

of Eagle Cap.  “It seems much simpler and should 

have no resistance from anyone here, but we will 

have a different name, what , we will decide after 

2010 hunting season.” 

 
 

 

Congratulations to  
Chase Brown & Mark Penninger 

ECTA Members 
who have joined the Traditional  

Archers of Oregon (TAO)  
Board of Directors 
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Hunting anyone?  Photo by Mark Penninger 

Wes Penninger at the Rendezvous at the River 

Cole Morgan with a MONSTER Carp 

ECTA Monthly Meeting 


